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Date: 9 July 2004                                     Number:     4154                          Release:  Immediate
Bus & coach new registrations - June 2004

· June figures bring respite to downward trend in bus registrations.
· Annual coach volume steady after recent year of strong growth trend.

June's bus registration total was 14.0 per cent up on figures for the same month in 2003.  However, for the first six months of 2004 registrations were down by 10.9 per cent.   Coach registrations were down 1.1 per cent in June, but up by 8.3 per cent for the year to June.   More details of registrations by gross vehicle weights are presented in the table and charts that follow.  

Over the course of the year registrations of buses over 8.5t gvw have set a declining trend compared to those in 2003.  Big falls were seen in January and May. The June result, with a marked 25.3 per cent increase, has tempered the pace of decline, particularly for single deck buses. Coaches had seen growth extended from 2003, but this is expected to weaken over the second half of 2004.

Headline trends still confirm industry expectations of weakness in bus demand this year, but there is now some positive news as the gap relative to 2003 has narrowed.  Mini buses to 3.5t gvw take a big slice of the total volume and much weaker demand here has had a key influence on the overall trend.  Over the year to June the fall in mini bus registrations from 4,338 to 3,611 units accounted for over 102 per cent of the 714 net fall in total bus registrations.  But growth has come in the 3.5 to 8.5t and 8.5 to 16t gvw categories, respectively 28.8 per cent and 10.4 per cent up over the year to June.
The rolling year total for all bus registrations at June was 11,714 and for coaches it was 1,086.  The corresponding totals at December 2003 were respectively 12,428 and 1,033.  The larger, double deck buses saw a rolling year total of 1,367 at June 2004, this was 1,568 at December 2003.  The annual average registration volume for double deck buses from 2000 to 2002 was 1,206.
If you have any questions, please call Nigel Wonnacott on 020 7344 9226 
Mobile 07793 410 592    E-mail nwonnacott@smmt.co.uk
Bus & coach new registrations in 2004
June 2004
	New bus and coach registrations in the United Kingdom – 2004

	
	June
	% change*
	YTD 2004
	% change*
	Rolling year Jun 2004

	Total buses and coaches
	1,398
	12.9%
	6,514
	-9.2%
	12,800

	Buses above 8.5t
	140
	25.3%
	1,380
	-11.1%
	2,886

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single deck buses
	
	
	
	
	

	mini buses to 3.5t
	912
	10.9%
	3,611
	-16.8%
	6,960

	3.5 – 8.5t
	113
	13.0%
	828
	28.8%
	1,868

	8.5 – 16t
	88
	20.5%
	530
	10.4%
	1,062

	16t +
	52
	116.7%
	213
	-9.0%
	457

	Single deck buses total
	1,165
	14.3%
	5,182
	-9.0%
	10,201

	16t + Double Deck buses
	147
	11.4%
	637
	-24.0%
	1,367

	All buses
	1,312
	14.0%
	5,819
	-10.9%
	11,714

	All coaches
	86
	-1.1%
	695
	8.3%
	1,086

	Coaches 3.5 – 16t
	21
	90.9%
	138
	40.8%
	222

	Coaches 16t+
	65
	-14.5%
	557
	2.4%
	864


The basis of the statistics summarised in the above table is all vehicles registered in the UK with a bus and coach body type.  The data covers the whole range of vehicles, from mini buses to double deck buses and coaches.
Notes
Source: SMMT MVRIS Reports (NR3-BC)
*NB: Percentage changes are on the same period a year before
YTD: Year to date
This is the sixth in a new press release series from SMMT.  Its aim is to improve understanding of the new bus and coach markets. 
Charts: key annual trends in the UK bus & coach new registration markets

Annual Trends – calendar year end totals for 2000 and 2001 and 

12 month moving totals for months from December 2002 to June 2004
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SDBuses: Single Deck Buses
DDBuses Double Deck Buses
Analysis based on SMMT’s MVRIS - 
Bus & Coach Report NR3B&C
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